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“When life gives you lemons, 
you just have to make lemonade.”

The School of Business faculty, staff and students have 
gotten very good at making lemonade since March of 
this year when the COVID-19 pandemic hit Kansas.  We 
immediately transitioned our methods of instruction to 
online and completed the semester with remote lectures, 
Zoom meetings and other tools.  

As you read through this issue, you will learn that last Fall 
was busy, as we hosted Wake Up with Washburn speakers, 
our Economics Lecture Breakfast and our Alumni 
Fellow.  But after the shutdown began, most events were 
unfortunately canceled.  We were still able to award 
scholarships, recognize outstanding student and faculty 
accomplishments and hold a virtual graduation event.  Our 
Student Business Accelerator Fund competition was held 
virtually, and you will read about an outstanding student 
recipient.  Summer classes were all completed online, and 
our current Fall schedule is a mix of face-to-face, online 
and every combination in between.  This past Spring, we 
received approval to offer a new BBA concentration in 
Business Data Analytics and made the decision to move 
the MBA program to a virtual/remote delivery model with 
several experiential elements.   
 
Let me again thank you for your generous support.  
Scholarship funds are helping students who either lost a 
part-time job or have fewer hours as the economy shut 
down.  We bought a lot of technology over the last few 
months to get us through and now ready for the Fall.  
Having the School of Business Dean’s Fund for Excellence 
and other Washburn Foundation accounts available to 
help cover these expenses made the difference for us.  
 
In some ways, college has always been a proving ground 
for our students.  Making careful decisions under 
uncertainty, the need to be flexible and the desire to 
persevere despite difficulties are all characteristics shared 
by great business and community leaders.  The world 
our students will enter has been transformed by the 
pandemic.  Future leaders will need to be able to make 
lemonade.  Washburn students have proven that they can.
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   After Abigail McCrory won the award for Best Freshman 
Pitch in the 2018 Washburn Pitch Competition, she knew she 
wanted to compete again and win it all.  
   McCrory, a junior majoring in Entrepreneurship and 
Marketing with a minor in Leadership, grew up in Rossville, 
Kansas, where her family owns and operates Grounded Coffee 
House.
   “I was seven years old when my family opened the coffee 
shop; I grew up there.  I remember eating breakfast with the 
regulars and having them quiz me on my spelling words.  My 
sister and I used to ride our scooters in the main area before we 
opened in the mornings.  I learned to count change there using 
an actual cash register,” she said.
   She says she has a lot of fond memories growing up in the 
coffee shop and she learned a lot of great skills, both socially 
and the technical skills related to coffee.  She also gained an 
extended family through the coffee shop regulars.  
   “My mom does such a great job,” she said, “It’s not just 
about getting a great cup of coffee – it’s the smile and personal 
connection that my mom provides to her customers.  She does 
such a wonderful job of having fellowship with her regulars and 
getting to know new customers and that’s something 
I’ve really grown into and aspire to,” 
McCrory said.
   

Expanding their family business to something mobile was 
always something they talked and dreamed about, but McCrory 
says it wasn’t until she got to Washburn that it seemed like 
something she could actually do.
   She started out preparing for her pitch by researching and 
working with her mentors to get something on paper and see 
if her idea could be profitable.  McCrory spent a lot of time 
creating her presentation and working with her mentors.  She 
practiced as much as she could, doing her pitch presentation 
for anyone who would listen so she could be as prepared and 
polished as possible.
   McCrory’s hard work paid off.  She made it through both the 
knockout and semi-finals rounds to compete in the finals.  She  
went on to win first place and took home the grand prize of 
$8,000.
   “Winning the Pitch Competition last year was incredible,” 
McCrory said.  “It was so exciting and humbling to have my 
hard work pay off and having the support of my family and 
friends there made me so proud.”
   This past spring, she decided to apply for the Student Business 
Accelerator Fund to try and get additional funding for her 
startup.  She spent the month prior researching and reworking 
her presentation based off the feedback she had received at the 

“I’ve been blown away with 
my Washburn experience so 
far...The quality of education 
I’m getting in the School of 
Business has given me the 
confidence to know that I 
can launch my own business 
while I’m still in school and 
the mindset that I am capable 
and know what I’m talking 
about.”

Pitch Competition.
   Her hard work paid off again, and she 
was awarded $15,000 from the SBAF to put 
toward launching her business.
   In the months since the SBAF, McCrory has 
been finalizing the layout of her coffee truck 
with their builder and preparing to have it 
fabricated.  She’s also been developing their 
marketing and intends to begin developing 
their logo in the near future.  
   “A few weeks ago, we were able to go and 
pick up the espresso machine for the truck, 
so that was really exciting,” she said.  “It 
really made it feel real, like it’s all coming to 
fruition.”
   McCrory is also hoping to utilize Go 
Topeka’s matching funds, so she has been 
working on that and is excited about the 
prospects of stretching her winnings as far as she can.
   “I’m so grateful for the funding I’ve been awarded through 
Washburn and want to be a good steward of what I’ve received.  
I’m trying to do my due diligence to make the funds go as far as 
possible so that I get the maximum return on their investment,” 
McCrory said.
   She is hoping to enter the Pitch Competition again and also 
apply for additional SBAF funding.  McCrory says she’s looking 

forward to showing the judges what she’s done so far with the 
funds.
   “I love Washburn,” she said.  “I’ve been blown away with my 
Business experience so far.  As a junior, I’m just now getting 
into my major-specific courses, but even the prerequisites have 
prepared me well.  The quality of education I’m getting in the 
School of Business has given me the confidence to know that 
I can launch my own business while I’m still in school and the 
mindset that I am capable and know what I’m talking about.”
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DR. BARBARA SCOFIELD NAMED NEW MAcc director
   Dr. Barbara Scofield was named the new Master of 
Accountancy program director this past spring.  Scofield 
has been teaching at Washburn for eight years and has been 
teaching in total for 32 years.  
   Scofield earned her Bachelor of 
Arts in psychology with a minor 
in computer science from the 
University of Albany, her MBA with a 
concentration in accounting from Texas 
Christian University and her PhD in 
accounting from the University of Texas 
at Austin.
   She previously served at the 
University of Texas Permian Basin 
as the director of graduate studies, 
which included both the MBA and 
Master of Professional Accountancy 
programs, and as the director of the MS 
Accounting program at the University 
of Dallas.  
   Scofield says her vision for the MAcc program at Washburn 
is to create the expectation that every Accounting major 

will work to complete an advanced degree because the role 
of the accountant has expanded to emphasize analysis and 
critical thinking skills beyond mastery of the financial and 

managerial accounting foundation of 
an undergraduate degree. 
   “I want our MAcc program to 
welcome professionals who have 
found themselves to be in accounting 
and finance positions, whatever their 
undergraduate degree, so that they can 
become credentialed accountants and 
financial managers and qualify for that 
next position up the ladder,” Scofield 
said.
   Scofield plans to work to enroll 
college graduates who are interested 
in a rewarding, lucrative and flexible 
second career, regardless of the 
field they initially entered – even 
psychology.

   “My psychology major turned out to be prescient to help me 
in my current career as an educator,” she said.

   Senior Trey Heikes has an interesting day job as the 
executive assistant to the Topeka mayor, Michelle De La Isla.  
Heikes, a senior from Meriden, Kansas, is triple majoring in 
Accounting, Finance and Management; he intends to begin 
his MAcc this Spring.
   In his role at the mayor’s office, he acts as the liaison 

between their office and the City of Topeka departments 
and constituents.  He manages their budget and expenses, as 
well as supervises and manages 27 boards and commissions, 
authorities and their appointments.
   “Being able to help constituents is my favorite part of 
working for the mayor.  Our office receives calls about 
anything and everything, from road issues to health 
insurance.  I find it really rewarding to be the helpful voice on 
the other end of the phone,” he said.

SENIOR TREY HEIKES FINDS 
WORKING IN MAYOR’S 
OFFICE TO BE REWARDING 
AND EDUCATIONAL

“Washburn and Topeka are such great 
communities, both with a small-town feel. 
I really enjoy how easy it is to get to know 
your classmates and the individual focus 
you get here compared to larger schools.”

   His Washburn education has played an important part in his 
daily work.  When Heikes started his position, it was his first 
experience working with a department budget.  He’s really 
enjoyed the hands-on experiences of doing the actual work in 
his classes.
   “Washburn and Topeka are such great communities, both 
with a small-town feel.  I really enjoy how easy it is to get to 
know your classmates and the individual focus you get here 
compared to larger schools,” Heikes said.
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Madison completed her BBA in Accounting in May and is 
currently working toward her MAcc. She’s from Garden 
City, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
My favorite class so far was Federal Taxation of Individuals with 
Professor Jim Martin, because it was the most applicable course to 
my career.  While taking the class, I was employed as a tax intern, so 
not only was I learning the conceptual side of the material, but I was 
actually applying it in a real-life situation to advance my career.

What is your dream job?
My dream job is to become a partner at a CPA firm because I would 
love to use my knowledge and skills to lead a team to accomplish 
high-quality work in a field that is constantly changing. I would like 
to specialize in the area of governmental auditing.

Brooke is majoring in Economics and Finance and is 
planning on graduating this December.  She’s from 
Carbondale, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
I really enjoyed my time in Dr. Harnowo’s Production and 
Operations Management class.  The content of the class often felt 
like solving complex puzzles and the professor used unique in-class 
activities to demonstrate the material to us.  It was a fun way to learn.

What is your dream job?
If I had to choose, it would be a research analyst because they are 
forward thinkers and often use models to make predictions about 
markets.  Working with numbers is a strong suit of mine, and the 
occasional travel for market research would be a great opportunity 
for new experiences. 

Taylor is majoring in Entrepreneurship and Finance with a 
minor in Leadership Studies.  He’s from Palco, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
My favorite class so far has been “The Family” taught by Dr. 
Sangyoub Park.  Dr. Park has a unique way of bringing relevant 
and engaging topics into the classroom that get students talking. 
That, plus the variety of students that his class attracts and his 
unforgettable sense of humor, ensures you leave each class with a big 
smile on your face and a new perspective on life to think about.

What is your dream job?
My dream job is to one day be Marcus Lemonis from the CNBC 
show, The Profit.  Ever since I started watching it, I have imagined 
myself helping passionate entrepreneurs get out of tough situations 
and back on the path of success.

Kendall is majoring in Marketing and Finance with a minor 
in Leadership Studies.  She’s from Grantville, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
Investments with Dr. Van Dalsem and Marketing Research with Dr. 
Hickman have been two of my favorite Business courses.  Both of 
those professors show awesome enthusiasm for what they teach and 
made me excited to learn more about those topics. 

What is your dream job?
I could see myself doing a wide variety of things in the future and it 
is difficult to narrow down to one.  However, I have enjoyed seeing 
the work of several nonprofit organizations in different capacities 
during my time at Washburn, and I would love to be a part of 
an organization that is passionate about being a change agent in 
communities.

Kaitlyn is majoring in International Business and Spanish.  
She’s from Topeka, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
The International Business Experience with Dr. Stoica was a great 
class because I was able to work on a real product for a real company 
with other students from Belgium. Although we could unfortunately 
not attend the yearly trip to Belgium due to the pandemic, this course 
was the first time I saw myself applying my skills towards something 
that was closely aligned with my career aspirations.

What is your dream job?
My dream job would be to work for an international team, ideally as 
a frequent flier.  I would like to form relationships with companies 
in high-context cultures, such as some Latin American and Asian 
countries, and bring international businesses together.

Nenah is majoring in Management with a minor in Music 
(she plays flute).  She is from Junction, City, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
I could never pick a favorite, but I think the class that really solidified 
my degree choice was Production and Operations Management with 
Dr. Harnowo.  It makes the individual think about the processing it 
takes or the events that need to happen to get the final product or 
service to an individual.  

What is your dream job?
I’m not exactly sure yet, but I’m intending to work in management.  I 
know I’m an incredibly unique asset to any business because I can be 
flexible for their needs.  I plan to follow my gut; it hasn’t steered me 
wrong so far.

Abigail is majoring in Entrepreneurship and Marketing and 
minoring in Leadership Studies with an emphasis in Social 
Change.  She is from Rossville, Kansas.

What has been your favorite class so far?
I really enjoyed Microeconomics with Dr. Byrne.  He explained the 
information in a clear and concise yet interesting way.  It was very 
apparent that he wanted his students to succeed.

What is your dream job?
I would love to be a serial entrepreneur who is focused on positively 
impacting the Topeka community.  Eventually, I hope to mentor 
other young women who want to start their own businesses.

The Magnificent Seven Awards were created to 
reward and honor some of our most hard-working 

students in each Business major.  The awards 
acknowledge students who best represent the 
School’s core values – honesty, trust, fairness, 

respect, integrity and responsibility.
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BRAD OWEN HONORED AS 2019 ALUMNI FELLOW
   Brad Owen (BBA ’80) was honored as the 2019 School of 
Business Alumni Fellow.  He is a shareholder and treasurer at 
Mize CPAs.
   During his visit to campus, he visited with students about his 
experiences at Washburn and his career with Mize CPAs.
   Back in his day, Owen said they took the CPA examination in 
conjunction with graduation and his class was very competitive.  
They had about an 85% first-time pass rate.  He recalled that it 
was two and half days to cover the 
four sections and no calculators were 
allowed.  
   “During one of our breaks, I 
remember overhearing a group from 
another university express their 
frustration that there were exam 
questions on topics they hadn’t 
covered in their classes.  It was really 
nice to know that the education 
we received at Washburn had fully 
prepared us to be successful on the 
exam,” Owen said.
   After graduation, Owen went to 
work for Mize CPAs.  When he started 
at the company, they had about 80 
employees and they specialized in 
accounting services for hotels.  
   “Back in 1980, Mize CPAs had the 
latest technology – an IBM System 
36, which filled an entire room and 
had a whole department that did 
key punching for the cards that went 
to the computer.  They would strip 
off point-of-sale information every 
night from the hotels and process 
it overnight, so they were a little ahead of other firms in their 
processes at the time,” Owen said.
   Back then you had to have a certain number of audit hours to 
receive your certificate, so after about a year at Mize CPAs, he 
went to work in the auditing department.  
   “I thought going to visit different businesses and learning about 

what was going on in their business 
was really fun, so I stayed in that area 
for quite a while,” he said.
   In 2003, Mize CPAs purchased 
a small firm that specialized in 
accounting for McDonald’s locations.  
They saw an opportunity to 
standardize a process, including daily 
information downloads and reporting 
and saw a big opportunity for growth.
   “A lot of the franchisees knew how 
to successfully run a McDonald’s 
restaurant, but they wanted someone 
to help with their controllership 
functions,” Owen explained.  “We 
grew that area and now we do 
monthly accounting for over 2,000 
McDonald’s stores.”
   Owen said they also do accounting 

for Burger Kings, KFC stores, Pizza Huts and other quick-service 
restaurants.
   “We are constantly looking at technology to make processes 
better for our clients, but there is still a very personal element to 
it.  Talking with our clients and trying to help them work through 
their problems is still a huge part of our business,” he said.

DR. ERNIE GOSS FEATURED AT ANNUAL ECON LECTURE
   Dr. Ernie Goss was the featured speaker at the Lecture Series in 
Economics and Free Enterprise in October.  Goss is a prominent 
professor and regional economist.  He is the Jack MacAllister 
Chair in Economics at Creighton University and the principal of 
the Goss Institute for Economic Research in Denver.  Goss is also 
a United States military veteran and author.  
   Goss presented his lecture titled “The Regional Economy – 
Black Swans and Golden Geese: Surveys of Supply Mangers 
and Bank CEOs” at the annual breakfast lecture.  He spoke 
about challenges our economy was facing and discussed market 
predictions and indicators.
   The Lecture Series in Economics and Free Enterprise was made 
possible through the generous contributions of Bill and Pam 
Greiner, the Katrina E. Cross Memorial Endowment and Security 
Benefit.

“We are constantly 
looking at technology 
to make processes 
better for our clients, 
but there is still a very 
personal element to it.”

5 THINGS
I’VE LEARNED

1. You can’t always expect 
everything to work out perfectly.
Things will always change whether you 
believe it’s for the good or bad and you 
can’t do anything about it.  You have to go 
with the flow and learn how to adapt and 
conquer.  I think this year is truly the best 
example of this.

2. The quality of people is always 
better than the quantity.
You don’t need a lot of people around you; 
you just need good people.  I would much 
rather have a few solid friends rather than 
a lot of unreliable ones.  Try to make at 
least one friend in every class you have so 
you can support each other.  Also, don’t 
take anyone or anything for granted.

3. Don’t be afraid to ask for help.
The Washburn community has made 
this very easy to do, and I can’t thank the 
Business school enough for how much 
they’ve helped me out personally.  I’ve 
been able to pay for all of my own college 
without taking out any loans and I know 
this wouldn’t have been possible without 
the help from all of Washburn’s generous 
donors and supporters.

4. Do things that make you 
uncomfortable.
You never know when your last day is.  
Take risks because you never know what 
could happen or what could come from it.  
I’m definitely still working on this one –  
doing this interview is something I would 
have never considered doing before.

5. Constantly keep learning and 
finding new hobbies.
Whether that’s taking a different class, 
listening to a podcast or reading a book, 
there is no cap to how much you can learn, 
so you should always strive for more.  
There’s rarely a time I don’t have music 
or a podcast playing, so I have a lot of 
favorites, but my all time favorite podcasts 
are Crime Junkie and Wake Up With 
Weslie.  I also make time to go to as many 
concerts and on as many trips as possible.  
The last concert I went to was Louis the 
Child, but my all-time favorite bands to 
see are Dirty Heads and Sublime with 
Rome.  The last place I got to travel to was 
Madeira Beach, Florida, but the coolest 
place I’ve ever been was definitely Cuba.

Bailey Keating is a senior 
undergraduate student from 
Topeka, Kansas.  She's majoring 
in Accounting and Finance.

Keating was the 2020 recipient of the James 
D. Pollak Memorial Scholarship, the only 
School of Business scholarship that provides 
a full ride for the recipient.

“Receiving the Pollak scholarship was a 
huge surprise!  The letter came in the mail 
toward the beginning of quarantine and I 
had completely forgotten that receiving the 
scholarship was even a possibility.  I had 
received other scholarships from the School 
of Business that I was already so grateful for, 
but when I saw I got the Pollak I couldn't 
believe it.  I actually had to have my parents 
read it to make sure it was real and was 
for me.  I truly can’t express how grateful I 
am to Washburn for everything they have 
provided me with.”
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ABWA, CAREER 
CHAPTER
Stacy Briggs

ABWA, EXECUTIVE 
CHAPTER
Gabrielle Nelms

DONALD ALLEN & 
ELIZABETH CHUBB 
MEMORIAL
Marc Roura Casi

AMERICAN HOME 
LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY
Brandon Hoeffner

AMERICAN LEGION 
AUXILIARY CAPITOL 
UNIT
Sarah Spies

ASSOCIATION OF 
GOVERNMENT 
ACCOUNTANTS, 
TOPEKA CHAPTER
Katlin Othmer

GARY BAKER
Kendall Beemer
Samuel Majors
Maria Rivas Wright

RUTH BALDWIN
Alexis Reifel

CHARLES B. & 
FLORENCE B. BEEKS
Sara Harden
Luke Phelps-Roper

BERBERICH TRAHAN 
& CO.
Saimon Ghimire

BILLIE JEAN 
BERGMANN 
Zachary Yelland

WILLIAM J. MCNEIVE 
& ROBERT J. 
BERNICA
Taylor Keller
Madison Johnson

PENN B. BLAIR 
MEMORIAL
Kayshiona Acquaye 
Sushil Dhakal
Darius McLemore
Stephanie Saiya
Caroline Schroeder
Kylie Walters

ED BOZARTH  
CHEVROLET
Shawna Wilson

C.B. CAMPBELL
Olivia Wykert

MAX L. CAMPBELL 
FAMILY MEMORIAL
Christopher Havenstein

ANDERSON 
CHANDLER/FIDELITY 
STATE BANK & TRUST
Stacy Briggs
Petra Gay
Saimon Ghimire
Jeffrey Lewis
Shawna Wilson
Zachary Yelland

RANDY & DEBRA 
CLAYTON
Rafael Cardenas-Torres

LAURANNA RUSSELL 
CLOTHIER MEMORIAL
Kaitlyn Rohr
Anish Kumar Sah
Sangya Yogi

JAYNE L. COLEMAN
Alexis Clark

COMMUNITY 
FINANCIAL SERIES
Michael Brandon

GENE & KAREN 
CULLINANE
Hudson Bentley
Simeon Sullivan

THELMA ANN 
DAVIDSON 
MEMORIAL
Sarah Barry 
Nicholas Biesemeyer
Preston Cafer
Austin Carnes
Kelan Chapagain
Madison Cookson
Elizabeth Dickerson
Alie Fulks
Ty Garrett
Ethan Knocke
Samuel McCoy
Aileen Solis
Shelby Sutton
Gabriel Ten Eyck

W. LAIRD DEAN
Emily Burd
MacKenzie Kent
Cate Moody

HAROLD L. DICK
Rachel Schmutzler

DOUTHETT & CO. 
CPA ACCOUNTING
Kinsey Fields
Matt Wolfe

GARY & MARY 
EISENBARTH
Petra Gay
Jackson Kavanaugh
Prithvi Kunwar
Brandon Michael
Levi Sieben
Olivia Wykert

MIKE & KAREN 
ELPERS 
ACCOUNTING
Autumn Heydenreich
Charuta Joshi
Karen Marshall
Jonathan Sossoman

FALK ACCOUNTING 
Jean Hazelwood
Karen Marshall

LLOYD H. & NETTIE 
BLANCHE GIDEON
Jordan Rowe

JOSEPH C. & GLADYS 
H. GIGOUS
Anja Bartels
Tristan Croucher
Chad Keith
Jacob Konarski
Tori Leffew
Kasumi Sawaki
Thao Tran-Nguyen
Haley Vondracek
Luke Wichman
Dawson Zimlich

HELEN & 
HUBERT GISH 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Darian Hillebert
Madison Johnson

PAUL & PAULINE  
GIVENS
Andrew Pujado

JOHN & HARRIET 
GREEN
Naoki Tsuneda

GEORGE W. 
& PAULINE 
GREENWOOD 
MEMORIAL
MacKenzie Kent

ESTHER HANCUFF
Abigail McCrory
Caroline Schroeder

LARRY L. & LUCILLE 
L. HINDERLITER
Alexis Bradley
Madison Farr 
Brett Ingram
Conner Poteete
Sambridhi Regmi

ANGELA V. HOLLIDAY 
& LLOYD W. JONES
Hudson Bentley
Brooklyn Bloom
Kolby Davis
Sushil Dhakal
Bergan Hofer
Jackson Kavanaugh
Jeffrey Lewis
Marc Roura Casi
Naoki Tsuneda

ROBERT N. HOLMES
Victoria Houser

CHARLES I. & WILMA 
HUMMERT
Trinity Cooper
Nick Weippert

HUTCHINS FAMILY
Jean Hazelwood
Caden Vanlandingham

IIA SCHOLARSHIP, 
TOPEKA CHAPTER
Trey Heikes
Victoria Houser
Jaycee Sumner
David Walker
Stephanie Wright

INDEPENDENT 
INSURANCE AGENTS 
OF TOPEKA, INC
Mercedes Garcia Reyes

WILLIAM A. IRWIN
Sara Harden

GERALD & GAYLE 
ISAAC 
Justin Armbruster
Marcus Gay

HAL JENSEN 
LEADERSHIP
Madeline Lysaught

KANSAS SOCIETY OF 
CPAS
John Collar 
Conner Poteete

CHARLEY & MARTHA 
KELLY MEMORIAL
Daichi Motoi 
Jackson Wexler

JOHN F. KILMARTIN, 
JR. BUSINESS 
LEADER
Hayden Beck         

TERRY J. & JUDY L. 
KIMES
Andrew Schmidtlein

CLARENCE W. KING
Rafael Cardenas-Torres 
Xiaoyu Han
Anna Parish

THOMAS L. & JANETT 
MILLER KING
Salon Kungni 
Sarah Spies
Jaycee Sumner

DAVID N. LIEBERMAN
Levi Sieben

DAVID BRIAN LITTLE
Elia Saucedo

JOE LOVEWELL 
ECONOMICS
Jaron Caffrey

JIM & KATHY MAAG
Alona Harrison
Brandon Hoeffner
Jennah Ridder

DAVID & MARY 
MANLEY
Brooklyn Bloom
Daniel Buller
Alexis Reifel
Elayna Spivey

DALE C. MARCOUX
Jordan Akins
Daniel Archer
Dylan Babcock
Baylie Bowser
Cecelia Caraccilo
Haley Carlin
Nilam Dangi
Boaz Drain
Andrew Foreman
Cooper Freiss
McKayla Galliart
Joshua Geither
Allison Gust
Kaitlyn Hampton
Shayden Hanes
Rachel Klaske
Blythe Landon
Tsubasa Mori
Aaron Mullen
Jamison Phelps
Seth Phelps
Ojashwi Rana
Maddie Ray

TERRY & PHYLLIS 
MARSHALL
Kade Urban

KEITH AND JULIANN 
MAZACHEK 
Kaylee Havenstein
J.T. Johnson 
Bethany Press

MIZE CPAs
Matthew Hochuli
Katlin Othmer
Simeon Sullivan

VIRLEEN K. & FRED 
O. MORNS, JR.
Prithvi Kunwar

CLEORA NEMEC
Brant Bennett
Britt Brown
Brock Brown
Kolby Davis
Isaac Dickey
Zach Ebert
Trevor Estrada
Kevin Furuiye
Luke Phelps-Roper
Nic Schwensen
Sangya Yogi

AL PALENSKE 
MEMORIAL 
Kylie Walters

PAYLESS SHOE 
SOURCE/MAY 
DEPARTMENT 
STORES
Andrew Schmidtlein

JAMES D. POLLAK 
MEMORIAL
Bailey Keating

DALE & SUSAN POND
Gabrielle Nelms

LOUIS & RUTHANN 
POZEZ
Marcus Gay
Darian Hillebert
Salon Kungni

PRICEWATERHOUSE 
COOPERS LLP
Alexis Bradley
Kassidy Pfeiffer

CLARA B. RIEDEL
Emily Burd
Isabel Ryan

MALCOLM & KAREN 
ROBINSON
Kayshiona Acquaye 
Ajar Basnet

HAROLD & MARRION 
ROLLEY
Kade Urban
Jackson Wexler

VIRGINIA CURRIER 
ROSS
Joseph Gemima

JOHN & LINDA 
RUNYAN 
Peyton Wilson

MAYO M. SCHMIDT
Patrick Altenor

SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS
Bradley Eidenmueller
Maria Soler Valverde

CHESTER L. SEELEY
Ajar Basnet
Jaron Caffrey
Sanskar Neupane
Brooke Preston
Yixin Ying

ARTHUR L. SHULTZ
Patrick Altenor 
Jack Benedict 
Grant Brenneman
Carter Bussone
Krista Carlson
Alexis Clark 
Raul-Alin Dicu 
Graham Gibson
Xiaoyu Han
Kaden Harms
Wyatt Heiman
Joshua Hopkins
Bradley Koch
Sumnima Limbu
Will McKee
Darius McLemore
Jennah Ridder
Shreya Shahi

RAY SIEHNDEL
Christopher Bergin

MARGUERITE E. 
SMITH
Shiori Saeki

RONALD J. & JAMES 
F. SNYDER
Nenah Hewins
Diana Martinez-Ponce
Braden Minor
Stephanie Saiya
Jacob Talkin

DAVID & TRICIA 
SOLLARS 
Jace Mitchell

SPANGLER FAMILY 
Christopher Bergin
Mercedes Garcia Reyes
Diana Martinez-Ponce
Elia Saucedo

DONALD A. STARK
Hayden Breck
Kelan Chapagain 
Gemima Joseph
Isabel Ryan
Jacob Talkin

STAN STAUFFER
YELLOW FREIGHT
Harley MacLaird
Nick Weippert

RAYMOND A. 
STEWART, JR. & 
JANICE D. STEWART
Trinity Cooper 
Bergan Hofer
Jace Mitchell
Sambridhi Regmi

TIM & CHERIE 
STUEVE
ACCOUNTING 
Julia Allen

FRANK SULLIVAN
Paul Enneking

TOPEKA INSURANCE 
PROFESSIONALS
Anna Parish

WALTER L. & 
MARGARET H. VAN 
VLECK FAMILY
Nancy Acharya
Ian Braga
Brock Brown
Melissa Filkin
Traevonne Greene
Elisa Hiserote
Jared Kerr
Tori Leffew
Achheta Shakya
Michael Walker
Cole Warner

ISAAC J. VERNON
Kelan Chapagain
Christopher Havenstein
Jackson Kavanaugh
Madeline Lysaught
Daichi Motoi
Andrew Pujado
Shiori Saeki
Rachel Schmutzler
Thao Tran-Nguyen

RICHARD G. VOGEL
Brielle McArthur

W. GLEN WINCHELL
Jacob Konarski

VIRGINIA H. WILBERT
Elayna Spivey

DONALD C. WRIGHT
Daniel Buller
Peyton Wilson

MARK & SHEREE 
YARDLEY
Kinsey Fields
Kassidy Pfeiffer
Caden Vanlandingham
Matt Wolfe 

Thanks to the generosity of many alumni, community 
leaders and organizations, the Washburn School of 

Business awarded more than $364,000 in scholarships to 
approximately 280 incoming and current business students.

2020-2021 SCHOLARSHIPS

BIZ BODS RECEIVE $364K IN SCHOLARSHIPS

Beta Alpha Psi is an international honors 
organization for financial information students 
and professionals promoting the study and 
practice of accounting, finance and information 
systems.  The organization aims to encourage 
and recognize scholastic and professional 
excellence in the business information field.  
This Spring, the Washburn Beta Alpha Psi Mu 
Omicron Chapter inducted 14 students.

Madison Farr
Cooper Friess
Olivia Grasso
Traevonne Greene
Trey Heikes
Autumn Heydenreich
Miranda Huettner

Emma Knefel
Yuchen Li
Brielle McArthur
Christopher Rohr
Elia Saucedo
Charles Stinson
David Walker 

Class of 2020 Inductees:

Baylie Bowser
Kasey Clark
Cooper Friess
Sean Frost
Jean Hazelwood
Darian Hillebert
Victoria Houser

Dariush Javid Milani
Taylor Keller
Yuchen Li
Nicholas Logan
Brielle McArthur
Jacob Talkin

Class of 2020 Inductees:

Beta Gamma Sigma is the international honor 
society serving business programs accredited 
by AACSB.  Only the best business students 
in the world and professionals who earn the 
distinction of “the best in business” during 
their academic careers can claim membership.  
This Spring, the Washburn University chapter 
of Beta Gamma Sigma inducted 13 new 
members.
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marketing, but he also had to translate those skills to 
financial services in his current roles.  
   He advised budding entrepreneurs and those who want 
to be leaders to continue to innovate and make failing a 
positive thing.
   “Sometimes, the biggest inhibitor for company growth is 
your own success,” Sparks said.  “If you’re making money 
and you’re successful, you typically don’t want to disrupt 
your business with new products and innovations, but if 
you don’t, someone else will.”
   Sparks advised students to work as business leaders 
to ingrain innovation into their company culture so the 
company is always working to improve and make things 
better.
   “As long as we fail forward and learn from our mistakes 
while making progress, then failing is absolutely ok.  In 
fact, we encourage it,” Sparks said.

   Lance Sparks (BBA ‘93) is an owner/partner at 
CreativeOne, ChangePath and Market Synergy Group.  He 
visited campus in February for Wake Up with Washburn, 
presenting his lecture titled “Vacations and Photographs: 
Advice for Young Executives From a Guy Who Spent 20 
Years in Corporate America Preparing for His Real Career.”    
   Lance also visited several classes and spoke with students 
about his experiences in corporate America and provided 
some advice for young up-and-coming executives.
   “You’re going to learn a lot in school, but you’re not going 
to graduate knowing everything,” Sparks told students.  
“Continue to study your trade and learn your craft.  
Continue to educate yourself because you are going to be 
competing with people who have the same qualifications as 
you, both for jobs and promotions.”
   Sparks said his previous experiences at Aviva USA and 
Cardinal Brands gave him skills in management and 

Lance Sparks gives 
advice for future 
executives & budding 
entrepreneurs

 

“You’re 
going to learn 
a lot in school, 

but you’re not going to 
graduate knowing everything. 

Continue to study your trade and 
learn your craft. Continue to educate 

yourself because you are going to be 
competing with people who have the 
same qualifications as you, both for 

jobs and promotions.”

“Making the decision to pursue my 
degree at Washburn University was 
the most significant thing I’ve done 
to further my career; without it, I 

would not be where I am today.  
There’s not a day that goes by 

today that I’m not grateful 
for Washburn 

University.”

  Sonia Betsworth (BBA ‘93), is the Chief Administrative 
Officer and Senior Vice President at Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Topeka (FHLB).
   She presented a lecture titled “An Employer’s Investment 
in its Community and its Employees” at Wake Up with 
Washburn in September.  Afterward, Sonia spoke to 
students about her 37-year career with FHLB and how the 
bank works, both locally and nationally.  
  Sonia said she was so fortunate to build her career at 
FHLB for many reasons, but especially because her boss 

was the one who encouraged her to pursue her college 
degree through their employee education program.
   “Making the decision to pursue my degree at Washburn 
University was the most significant thing I’ve done to 
further my career; without it, I would not be where I 
am today.  There’s not a day that goes by today that I’m 
not grateful for Washburn University, specifically their 
dedication to create programs for and cater to non-
traditional students,” she said.
   Sonia spoke about the changes she’s experienced over the 
years at FHLB.  She began as an accounting assistant and 
worked her way up through positions as a credit analyst, 
director of sales, lending and collateral, director of member 
products and chief credit officer.
   “When you first start your career, take advantage of 
all the opportunities that are provided to you.  You also 
need to be a sponge; learn everything you can about your 
organization and don’t limit yourself to only participating 
in the assignments listed in your job description.  You 
never know where you next opportunity will come from, 
so continue to build your contacts and experiences so that 
you’ll be prepared for what comes next,” Sonia advised.

sonia betsworth speaks 
about importance of 
employer’s investment 
in its people
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Thank you for supporting Washburn University School of Business

Mal ('71) & Karen Robinson
Mark ('83) & Julie ('83) Ross
Cynthia Sabatini
Pamela J. Schmidt
Jon ('93) & Karren Skelton
Al ('66) & Erika Sproul
Rosemary Walker & Joel Nelson
Rob & Nancy Weigand
Michael R. Williams ('77)

BLUE & WHITE CLUB 
PACESETTERS
$250 - $499
Amy ('82) & Craig Amason
Lee ('72) & Karen Benson
Jeff Biggs
Jim ('69) & Joanne Burns
Brian ('06, '03) & Brandi ('04) Clarke
Bob Clelland ('76)
Emma Espinoza ('79)
Rick ('90) & Michelle ('91) Fleming
Pam Foster
Floyd ('80) & Janice ('96) Graham
Calla Haggard ('94, '88)
Dion Harnowo
Tom & Mary Hickman
Lee & Linda Hoffmann
Gail Hoover King
Dan ('78) & Susie ('78) Hutchins
Mike ('81) & Linda Johnston
Darren Kearns ('93)
Bill Layes ('66)
John ('68) & Darlene Magnuson
Jim McCaffrey ('62)
Jason ('06, '97) & Shara Meyer
Thomas Millburn ('94)
Hattie Mitchell ('07)
Brad Sager ('77)
Jeannie Shy ('85)
Dallas ('59) & Louise ('59) Todd
Linda Tuller ('90)
Roger ('70) & Joanie Underwood
Sorin Valcea
Sheila Williams Smith ('93)
Mark ('77) & Sheree Yardley

BLUE & WHITE CLUB INVESTORS 
$100 - $249
Charlotte Adair ('70)
Dick ('82) & Vicki Amick
Betsy Baker ('13, '10)
Matt & Jill Baker
Jennifer Ball & Steve Dinneen
Barb Barnard ('93, '88) & Charles Waetzig
Faron ('03) & Grace ('01) Barr
Ken ('98) & Bridgett ('96, '94) Bates
Dee Bisel ('70)
Jennifer & Levi Bixel
Robert ('58) & Betty Bliss

BNSF Railway
Jon ('61) & Peggy Boursaw
Kelly Bredlow ('04)
Brenda ('84) & Russell Carnes
Dave ('69) & Linda Charay
Jayne ('79) & Gary Coleman
Taylor Cowen ('13)
Chad Dillon ('02)
Marti Dittman ('78)
Tina Dreitzler Anderson ('06)
Erik ('99) & Christina ('00) Eberhart
Tony Enlow ('93)
Drs. Ron ('61) & Norma Faust
Joe ('90) & Jane Fitzgerald
Brenda ('92) & Gary Flanagan
Gregory ('81) & Peggy Franken
Sean & Kylene Frost
Tom & Cindy Gish
Thomas Hall ('17)
Reid ('06) & Laine Hash
John ('83) & Ermine Hastings
Elaine ('95) & Robert Heisler
Mark (H'01, '77, '74) & Lisa ('84) Heitz
Hill's Pet Nutrition, Inc.
Patti ('65) & Laurence Hoard
Kalisha Holland ('01)
Joey Hoytal ('00)
Katharine ('06) & Nick Hunter
Cooper ('75) & Valerie Johnson
Duane Johnson ('70)
Niki ('99) & Bill Johnson
Norma Juma
Larry ('65) & Pam Kasberger
Ray ('70) & Sharon* Killam
Karl Klein
Darcie Kramer ('10)
Jay & Susan Ladenburger
Judy Lambert ('77)
David Larson ('88)
Lon ('68) & Brenda Lawton
Rick ('91) & Martha LeJuerrne
Jan* ('61, '58) & Bev ('61) Leuenberger
Brian Lutz ('87) & Laura Maag Lutz
Richard ('83) & Anne Martinez
Lila McClaflin
Daniel ('10) & Kelly McPherron
Donald ('53) & Mary Meyer
Sean Miller ('16)
Griselda Mora ('16, '14)
Dan ('81) & Amy ('82) Nackley
Dmitri Nizovtsev
Marsha ('74) & Phil Oliver
Sheena Payne ('10)
Luke Perez-Funk ('11) & Danny Funk
Mitch Peterson ('90)
David ('93) & Darla ('93) Price
Leon ('96) & Jeanne Quinton
Mary ('97) & Richard Schumacher
Barbara & Robert Scofield

Danny Scott* ('67)
Trae Shelton ('19)
Buddy ('67) & Bonnie Sims
Michael & Anca Stoica
Syd Stone ('16)
Terry ('64) & Ethel Thomas
Mary ('99) & Frank Tiernan
June Truan ('49)
Vita Tucker ('86, '83)
Dale ('64) & Nancy Van Tilborg
Richard ('87) & Nancy ('88) Vaughn
David ('77) & Sandra ('00) Weeks
Jerry ('57) & Leila Welborn
Austin ('13) & Haley ('11) Wingerson
Stacy Woltje ('12, '99)
Jim Wright ('82)

BLUE & WHITE CLUB PATRONS 
$50 - $99
Martin Ahrens ('67) & Carolyn Szafran ('74)
Helena Allen ('03, '96) & Kenny Kellum
Cindy ('95) & Chad Armbruster
Kacy Becker ('06)
Carolyn Brock
Tracey Christensen ('06)
Larry ('81) & Nancy Crume
John & Carma Deutsch
Ken ('86) & Julie Forst
Virginia Kay Foster ('75)
Amanda ('13) & Norbert Giltner
Vanessa Haywood ('88, '83)
Lawrence ('62) & Mayanna Howard
Venita Hyatt ('05, '97, '89)
Ariel Jennings ('13)
Steven & Jeanette Johnson
Vance & Brenda Lively
Barrett ('01) & Stacie ('01) Long
Glenda McCune ('73)
Stephen ('66) & Virginia Noller
Casey Owens ('10)
Jessica ('08) & Justin Roberts
Mitchell ('99) & Elizabeth Root
Ed ('69) & Mary Ellen ('86) Sable
Velda ('75) & Mark Schwarm
Jeff Scott ('98)
Maribell Shevlin ('76)
Del ('56) & Joanne Shull
Dennis ('87) & Kathy Slimmer
Angela ('10) & Jared Tenbrink
Mary Waite ('90)
Don ('73) & Pamela Walton
John Weber ('02)
Marlin Weyer ('68)
Dr. & Mrs. Gene C. Wunder
Yiyang Zhang ('11)

DONOR HONOR ROLL
2019-2020

BELL TOWER LUMINARIES 
$50,000 +
Dick (H'94, '66) & Trish Davidson
Gary Heidrick ('73)
Steve (H'05, '70) & Brenda ('95) Kitchen
Bill (H'19, '74) & Malinda Malloy
Dave ('74) & Jane Roberts
Mayo Schmidt (H'16, '80)
Gerd Smith ('56)

BELL TOWER DIGNITARIES
$25,000 - $49,999
Mark ('85) & Julie Beffort
Jack (H'00) & Betty E.* Dicus
Gary ('69) & Mary Eisenbarth
Joe ('78) & Gladys Gigous
Go Topeka
Darv Hawley ('58)
Kansas Heritage Foundation
Kansas Insurance Education Foundation
Nutrien Inc.

BELL TOWER PRINCIPALS 
$20,000 - $24,999
Michael ('80) & Karen Elpers
Estate of Angela Holliday*
Union Pacific Corporation

BELL TOWER PARTNERS 
$15,000 - $19,999
Kaw Valley Bank

BELL TOWER VISIONARIES
$10,000 - $14,999
Jerry ('80) & Betty Banaka
Mitch & Lottie Douthett
Michael ('84) & Linda Falk
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

BELL TOWER LEADERS
$5,000 - $7,499
Keenan ('82) & Lisa Buoy

Scot ('85) & Anna Ferrell
Howard Hildenbrand ('61)
Ione Humphrey
Educational Foundation of the Kansas 
  Society of CPAs
Donn ('71) & Janet ('72) Land
Jim (H'04, '61) & Kathy ('64) Maag
Dave ('67) & Mary ('67) Manley
Terry ('63) & Phyllis Marshall
Fred ('88, '82) & Pam Palenske
Judith Peletz
Eric ('83) & Janet Slusser
Clarence ('78) & Harriet Taylor

BELL TOWER DIRECTORS 
$3,500 - $4,999
Charles & Wilma Hummert
Keith & JuliAnn Mazachek

BELL TOWER AMBASSADORS 
$2,500 - $3,499
Institute of Internal Auditors - Topeka 
  Chapter
Gerald ('67) & Gayle Isaac
Marsh & McLennan Companies, Inc.
Austin ('64) & Marianna ('81, '74) Nothern
Karen ('74) & Roger Viola

BELL TOWER NOTABLES 
$1,500 - $2,499
Tim ('79, '75) & Margaret ('72) Carkhuff
Lonnie Hossfeld ('80)
Rob & Marilyn Hull
Scott ('68) & Leanna Love
Jim ('79) & Sandy '80 Martin
Mize CPAs Inc.
Brad ('80) & Cindy Owen
Sales & Marketing Executives of Topeka, Inc.
Security Benefit
David & Tricia Sollars
Charles Swyers ('61)
Dave ('79, '76) & Sue ('76) Zimmerman

BELL TOWER GUARDIANS 
$1,000 - $1,499
Larry ('73) & Debbie Apel
Paul ('68, '65) & Bert Artzer
Laura Blasi ('19, '09)
Liviu Florea
Daniel ('87) & Monica Foltz
David ('79, '76) & Terri Moses
John ('87) & Noel Ronnebaum
Randy Scheer ('81) & Hillary Kaplan
Jeff ('99) & Lora ('98) Schmitt
John ('70) & Teresa Stambaugh
Cherie ('88) & Tim Stueve
Kent ('87) & Ellen '01 Townsend
Gil ('65) & Joyce Viets
Glen ('68) & Kathy Winchell
Brad ('78) & Kay Wright
Don Wright

BLUE & WHITE CLUB 
BENEFACTORS  
$500 - $999
Jon ('73) & Judith Bakalar
Gary Baker
Larrie ('63) & Judy ('61) Bates
Kent Becker ('83) & Rachel Miller
Lance ('12) & Emma Cahill
Jay Currie ('87)
R.A. & Terry Edwards
Ed & Vicki Fulmer
Lou Nell Gustavson
Judy Hassler Hall ('65) & Doug Hall
Susie Hoffmann ('87)
Robert & Joan Kerchner
Joan Lickteig ('06)
John & Cynthia Lovewell
Dawna ('89, '85) & Mark McCabe
Louella Moore
Jere (H'10, '59) & Carol Noe
Kandy ('82) & Robert Ockree
Ruben ('97) & Marina Ortiz
Fred Pinkham ('68)

* DECEASED
H = HONORARY
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CAMILLE SCHMIDT gives back with estate gift

A provision for Washburn University in your estate 
qualifies for membership in the Whiting Society, a group 
of supporters inspired to make gifts that will last well 
beyond their lifetime.

With your planned gift, your generosity provides students 
from all walks of life a place to realize their dreams.

Contact Jeannie Shy
Senior Director of Gift Planning and Development
785.670.2734 | jshy@wualumni.org
wualumni.planmylegacy.org

Investing In Our Future

   When Camille Schmidt (BBA ‘90) started creating her 
estate plan, there was no question she wanted to make 
the Washburn University School of Business a 
beneficiary.  She credits the School with 
giving her a solid start to what has 
become a successful 30-year career, 
and she is eager to help others have 
the same opportunity.
   “The reason I chose to 
include Washburn in my estate 
planning is because I had a 
great experience in the School 
of Business, and that has 
continued to pay dividends 
through today,” said Schmidt, 
who was recruited for her first 
job on campus the spring before 
graduation.  “I think the university 
is a great resource for individuals in 
and around central Kansas who want to 
either build or launch a career or in some way 
improve themselves.”
   Based in Washington, D.C., Schmidt currently serves 
as chief of emerging issues in the Division of Risk 
Management Supervision at the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, where she has worked for more than 15 years.  
In this role, she manages a team of quantitative analysts 
and examination specialists who identify emerging risks 
and determine policy implications for the FDIC. 
   
   

   

   “The economic fallout from the coronavirus is keeping 
my team very busy,” she said, adding that they are 
monitoring effects on the banking, agriculture and real 
estate industries.
   When determining how to distribute her retirement 
assets, Schmidt discovered it was remarkably easy to 
include a financial gift for Washburn.  On her company’s 
401(k) website, she simply allocated on a percentage 
basis what she wanted to leave each of her beneficiaries. 
This means she doesn’t have to worry how future market 

performance will impact her gift – and she didn’t need to 
hire a lawyer or create a will to set it up. 

   Schmidt has also remained involved with the 
university as a member of the Washburn 

University Alumni Association and 
Foundation board of trustees, and 

with her recent financial gift she has 
become a member of the Whiting 

Society, a distinction given to 
those who have remembered 
Washburn in their estate 
plans.  Best of all, she has the 
confidence of knowing her 
savings will be put to good use.

   “It’s a trust factor – Washburn 
has many well-respected 

programs, and I know the school’s 
leaders want to make Washburn and 

the School of Business the best it can 
be,” Schmidt said. “That’s why I feel good 

about making an estate gift to the university. 
I am confident that the current leaders and their 

successors will make good use of the money that I’ve 
saved.”

“Washburn has many well-respected 
programs, and I know the school’s 
leaders want to make Washburn 
and the School of Business the best it 
can be. That’s why I feel good about 
making an estate gift to the university. 
I am confident that the current leaders 
and their successors will make good 
use of the money that I’ve saved.”
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ENHANCED MBA OFFERS VIRTUAL AND IN-PERSON OPTIONS 
   This Fall, for the first time, the Washburn MBA program 
is being offered both virtually and in the classroom.  
Courses are taught from campus, which allows students to 
come to the classroom for a traditional experience or join 
the live classroom through Zoom and interact with their 
professors and classmates from home or wherever they 
choose.
   “The most value I got from the MBA was learning from 
my instructors and peers through discussion.  When 
we shifted to online learning during the outbreak of the 
pandemic, we were still able to discuss case studies in 
smaller groups and make presentations to our peers.  We 
ran a business simulation as a group and were able to keep 
up our strategic decisions via Zoom meetings with no 
problems.  It was a great experience, even with the added 
difficulties the pandemic brought,” said alumni Sean Frost 
(MBA ‘20), who completed the program this past Spring.

   The Washburn MBA program is designed for flexibility, 
to allow students to complete the program on their 
timetable.  For students seeking a fast-track option, the 
program can be completed in as little as 12 months.  The 
pace of the program can be tailored to fit each individual 
student’s specific requirements.  
   “The faculty have done a great job in leading interactive 
classroom discussions with both the in-class and Zoom 
audiences simultaneously.  This allows us to permanently 
offer the Washburn MBA in this manner going forward.  In 
transitioning to this new format, we did not want to lose 
the in-class discussion aspect because it is such a valuable 
component of our program. It really differentiates us from 
the ordinary ‘learn at your own pace’ MBA programs that 
have become so commonplace.  As a result, we attract top 
students and give them a true educational experience,” 
explained MBA director Tom Hickman.

   When Alumna Rose Ma (BBA ‘18, MAcc ‘20) moved 
from Shandong, China to Kansas seven years ago, she 
never imagined she would be where she is today.  Ma is the 
controller at Polo Custom Products in Topeka, a company 
that manufactures custom products for companies in medical, 
industrial, defense, and fire and safety industries.
   She recalled it took some time to adjust to life in the 
United States and she was very nervous when she started at 
Washburn.

ALUMNA ROSE MA 
ATTRIBUTES SUCCESSFUL 
CAREER TO WASHBURN 
ACCOUNTING EDUCATION

“I particularly appreciate my Accounting 
education and the knowledge I gained 
about cost accounting... What I learned at 
Washburn was exactly what I needed to 
know for my job.”

   “I really appreciate that Stacy Woltje in the School of 
Business was so kind to allow me to sit in on several classes 
before I enrolled, so I could make sure I understood 
everything and felt capable and confident in my classes,” Ma 
said.
   Ma really likes the company culture at Polo Custom 
Products.  It is a very friendly team-focused environment with 
outstanding leadership that encourages and empowers them 
to do their jobs.  Her boss, President and CEO Kent Lammers 
(BBA '97), is also a Washburn alum.
   Washburn prepared her very well for her position, so well, 
in fact, that she admitted she still has her class notes and 

sometimes pulls them out to reference them at work.  She 
expressed a lot of gratitude for the faculty and staff at the 
School, saying they made her who she is today.
   “I particularly appreciate my Accounting education and 
the knowledge I gained about cost accounting, managerial 
accounting, intermediary accounting and taxes,” she said. 
“Cost accounting plays a big role in my life now because that 
is the system we use at Polo Custom Products.  What I learned 
at Washburn was exactly what I needed to know for my job.”
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FACULTY ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Jim Martin
Senior Lecturer of Accounting
Professor Jim Martin was recently 
promoted to Senior Lecturer.  He also 
holds the Henrietta and G.W. Snyder 
Jr. Professorship in Business.  Jim has 
been teaching at Washburn since 2004.  
He previously served as the Washburn 
Vice President for Administration and 
Treasurer for three years. 

Liviu Florea
Associate Professor of Management
Dr. Liviu Florea was named one of the  
Top 30 X-Culture Instructors in the world 
for 2019-2020.  A total of 155 instructors 
at 142 universities in 41 countries 
were considered for award and each 
instructor was rated and ranked along 124 
performance variables.

Sungkyu kwak
Professor of Economics
Dr. Sungkyu Kwak was awarded the 
Kaw Valley Bank Excellence in Research 
Award for 2020.  Over the last five years, 
he has published six peer-reviewed 
journal articles and dozens more in his 
career.  His research has been focused 
on several aspects of seasoned equity 
offerings.

LOUELLA MOORE
Professor of Accounting
Dr. Louella Moore was awarded the 
2020 Innovation in Accounting History 
Education Award by the American 
Accounting Association.  The award 
is presented to individuals who have 
developed and implemented an innovative 
method for incorporating accounting 
history topics into accounting courses.

manaf sellak
Assistant Professor of Economics
Dr. Manaf Sellak is the newest addition 
to the Washburn Business faculty.  
He previously taught at Kansas State 
University and Baker University.  He says 
his favorite thing about Washburn so 
far has been engaging with students and 
colleagues as they have been consistently 
supportive, appreciative and patient.

Dmitri Nizovtsev
Professor of Economics
Dr. Dmitri Nizovtsev was awarded 
the 2020 Dicus Excellence in Teaching 
Award, which is selected by students.  
Students shared that his lectures are clear, 
informative and funny and that he was 
especially accommodating during the 
transition to online learning at the end of 
the Spring semester due to the pandemic.
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MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

YOU’VE GOT THE SPARK. 

It’s an unquenchable desire to improve your career, your life and your future.

Washburn University’s School of Business Graduate Programs unite your ambition 

with the real-world experience necessary to advance your career.

Now offering in-person and virtual experiences so you can Zoom in or step in.

Apply today at washburn.edu/mba


